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REQUIREMENTS FOR COSMETIC BODY PIERCING, SEMI PERMANENT SKIN COLOURING, TATTOOING AND ELECTROLYSIS

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)(Northern Ireland) Order 1985 introduced certain requirements for cosmetic piercing (piercing of parts of the body, including the ear), semi- permanent skin colouring (micropigmentation, semi permanent make- up and temporary tattoos), permanent tattoos and electrolysis businesses.

Any person carrying out such a business is required to register with the Council and observe relevant byelaws on the cleanliness and hygiene of practitioners, premises and equipment to protect customers against the risk of infection.

It is an offence to carry on such a business without being registered, to carry on such a business in a premises that has not been registered for that purpose or to breach the byelaws.

The legislation uses the terminology “cosmetic piercing” to include piercing of any part of the body, including the ear and “semi- permanent skin colouring” as an umbrella term to include activities such as micropigmentation, semi- permanent make- up and temporary tattooing.
For advice about registration and byelaws please contact:

Environmental Health Department

Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council

Circular Road

DUNGANNON

BT71 6DT

Tel: 028 8772 0300

Fax: 028 8772 0368

E-mail: rodney.gillis@dungannon.gov.uk

The Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety’s guidance to district councils on the requirements is available on its website in the Health Protection section of the public health page at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/phealth/index.asp
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