THE STREET TRADING ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2001
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A GUIDE TO STREET TRADING

Who requires a Street Trading Licence?

The Street Trading Act (NI) 2001 applies to any person selling, exposing or offering to supply a service in a street or public place whether or not from a stationary position.

There are three main categories of Street Trading Licence:

(i) A licence to trade as a stationary trader;

(ii) A licence to trade as a mobile trader;

(iii) A temporary licence (- applicant is restricted to 5 temporary licences per year and trading cannot be granted for a period exceeding seven days).

‘Public place’ – means any place in the open air which is within 10 metres of a road or footpath to which the public has access without payment, but which is not within enclosed premises.

I am a stationary trader; can I trade in any street or at any location of my choice?

No. The Council can only grant a stationary licence to trade from a permanent pitch in a street or location which the Council has, by resolution, determined to be a ‘Designated Street’.

I am a stationary trader; once I have obtained my licence can I trade in any Designated Street?

No. One licence is required per location. If you trade in two or more different locations on different days a licence for each pitch will be required.

I am a stationary trader; can I sell any article or supply any service I wish in a Designated Street?

No. Once again the Council may decide, by resolution, to designate the classes of goods or services in which trading in a designated street will be permitted or prohibited.

I only street trade occasionally, e.g. at festivals or fairs. Do I require a licence?

Yes. You require a Temporary Licence if you propose to trade in a street or public place. Only five temporary licences can be issued to any one applicant in a twelve month period and the maximum duration of any one licence is seven days. Temporary licences will only be issued in accordance with any policy the Council may formulate.

I have an ice cream van and I trade in housing estates in the district on a daily basis. Do I require a licence?

Yes. You require a Mobile Traders’ Licence if you propose to trade in a street or public place.

I have six ice cream vans. How many licences do I require?

Six. These may all be issued in the name of the owner, or they may be issued in the names of the individual operators.

I have a hot food vehicle and I trade every day in a road lay-by. Do I require a street trading licence?

Yes. You require a licence to trade as a stationary trader. However, a licence can only be issued if the lay-by has been designated as an area from which trading is permitted.

How do I get the street or location at which I trade designated?

Initially, the Council has designated areas where there has been a history of street trading activities. If the location at which you trade has not been included then you should submit a written request to the Council detailing the street or location at which you wish to trade. Your request should be accompanied with a map identifying the precise location of your pitch. The Council will consider any new area on an annual basis when it reviews existing Designating Resolutions. It must be noted, however, that the Council is under no obligation to designate every area that is identified – designation will only take place in accordance with Council policy.

What will a licence cost?

The cost of each licence will be calculated on a yearly basis. When calculating costs the Council will take into account expenses incurred in administering the licence application and monitoring the trading activities of licenced site holders. The council may also levy charges for services it renders to licence holders such as the removal of refuse and cleaning the streets.

The Council proposed fees and charges are published on an annual basis in the local papers. Licence holders will receive individual notifications of the fees for each year.

If I trade without a licence, how will the new legislation affect me?

If an authorised Council officer has reasonable grounds for suspecting that you are trading illegally, they have the authority under this Act to seize property, goods, receptacle, equipment, stall or vehicle used by you at the time. Enforcement of the Act will be carried out in accordance with Council policy.

The maximum fine for trading without a licence is £1,000.

There are many other offences with which you may be charged, such as obstruction.

For further information contact:

                                                                     Mr Rodney Gillis

Senior Licensing Officer

                     Council Offices

         Circular Road

                                                                     DUNGANNON

                                                                     BT71 6DT

Tel: 028 8772 0349 (direct line)

Email: rodney.gillis@dungannon.gov.uk

