Dungannon & South Tyrone Landfill Tax Programme
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A partnership between

Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council
and Groundwork NI

General Format and Procedure

A public call for landfill tax funding applications will be placed annually in local papers and on Council website to invite applications from community organisations.
Funding requests for Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council projects can also be put forward at this stage.

For the current year (2010) the total amount of landfill tax funding available for distribution through this process is approximately £130,000.
Proposed projects must fall within either of the following ENTRUST approved categories to receive funding:

Category (D)

Projects which provide, maintain or improve a public park or other public amenity in the vicinity of a landfill site, and which promote positive land management and community involvement e.g. creation of wildlife habitats or play areas
Category (DA)

Projects which promote biodiversity through the provision, conservation, restoration

or enhancement of a natural habitat; or the maintenance or recovery of a species in

its natural habitat. (Please note that projects should demonstrate links to local or

national Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs))
Applications will initially be reviewed by Groundwork NI and then assessed by a

Steering Group comprised of representatives from Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council and Groundwork NI. 

For this round of funding (year 2010) a minimum of £5,000 and a maximum of £75,000 of Landfill Tax funding will be allocated to individual projects, although the Steering Group will retain the option of increasing this in exceptional circumstances. Due to the limited budget available the selection of projects is a competitive process and criteria may be enhanced to assist selection in order to meet the programme budget.

The decision of the Steering Group will be presented to Council for ratification. Approved projects will be forwarded by Groundwork N.I. to ENTRUST, the Landfill Tax regulator, for registration. Unsuccessful applicants who wish to appeal the outcome of the landfill tax funding allocation can do so through the available appeals system outlined in DSTB Council’s Community Grants Policy.  

Project Requirements

A. All projects must comply with Entrust conditions of funding as the finance for this programme is sourced through landfill tax. Regulations on the landfill tax project eligibility can be found on www.entrust.org.uk
In this context it is important that the “Public Access” criteria will be rigorously applied for projects under object D (Provision of Public Park or other General Public Amenity). ENTRUST stipulates that

· The amenity should directly benefit the general public and they should have open access to, or use of, the amenity. 

· It is somewhere where the general public can go, join or use without any limit of restrictive use (through cost or rights of access) being in place; 

All projects must be located within ten miles of a registered landfill site
(Note: While the project itself must be based within the Borough of Dungannon & South Tyrone, the relevant landfill site does not necessarily need to be located within the Dungannon district)
B. Priority will be given to projects which can demonstrate a high positive environmental impact.

C. Priority will be given to projects which can demonstrate a high level of cross community involvement and support.

D. Priority will be given to projects which can demonstrate a positive contribution to the Council’s Corporate Plan.

E. All projects must have arrangements in place for maintenance & insurance,
and be able to demonstrate their long-term viability.
This procedure will be continuously monitored for equality purposes.

Application Form & Deadline for Applications
Application forms and further information can be obtained from:
Richard Rogers, Project Team Manager, Groundwork Northern Ireland, 63-75 Duncairn Gardens, Belfast, BT15 2GB, e-mail: RichardRogers@groundworkni.co.uk, Tel: 028 9074 9494, Fax: 028 9075 2373, www.groundworkni.org.uk or downloaded from DSTBC website www.dungannon.gov.uk 

The onus is on applicants to demonstrate on the application form how their project meets the project requirements.
All applications (for community and Council projects) must be submitted to Groundwork Northern Ireland (see address above). Deadline for submissions is the 2 April 2010 at Noon. No applications will be accepted after this date.
Project Evaluation Criteria 

A. Project Eligibility – project must fulfil ENTRUST criteria

B. Environmental Benefit 

Points (1-5) to be given for 1 = little or no environmental benefit to 5 = major environmental benefit.

C. Community Benefit

Points (1-5) to be given for 1 = little or no benefit to whole community 5 = major benefit to whole community.

D. Contribution to DSTBC Corporate Plan 
Factor (1-3) to be given for

1 = no clear links to Corporate priorities

2 = clear link to one corporate priority under Objective 2 (Improve Public Health, Wellbeing, Safety of People & Environment) or 3 (Develop leadership, partnership & the community).

3 = clear link to several corporate priorities under Objective 2 and/or 3.

Copies of Dungannon Council’s Corporate Plan 2009-11 can be requested from Dungannon Council, Circular Road, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, BT71 6DT, Tel 028 87720300 or downloaded from the Council website www.dungannon.gov.uk under “Publications”. 
E. Long Term Viability

Satisfactory 
if applicant can demonstrate how the project will be sustained and maintained long term and how this ongoing work will be funded (if applicable). Necessary insurance must be in place.
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