MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNGANNON AND SOUTH TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 10 MAY 2010 IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, CIRCULAR ROAD, DUNGANNON

	MEMBERS PRESENT:
	In the Chair, Councillor Mulligan, Mayor



	
	Councillors Brush, F Burton, R Burton, Cavanagh, Cuddy, Currie, Daly, Donnelly, Gildernew, Gillespie, Greenaway, Hamilton, McGuigan, McGonnell, McLarnon, McMahon, Molloy, Morrow, O’Neill and Reid

	
	

	APOLOGY:
	Councillor Monteith

	
	

	OFFICERS PRESENT:
	Mr Burke, Acting Chief Executive

Mr Currie, Head of Human Resources

Mr Frazer, Director of Development

Mrs Kerr, Director of Finance

Mr McClelland, Director of Building Control

Mrs McClements, Acting Director of

Environmental Health

Mr McMinn, Director of Technical Services

Mrs Smith, Council Business Manager

	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE:
	Mr Shane Mathers, Senior Development Control Officer


The meeting started at 7.30 pm

1
MAYOR’S COMMENTS


None.


2
MINUTES – COUNCIL – 12 APRIL 2010 


Proposed by Councillor Gillespie


Seconded by Councillor Molloy and

Resolved  

That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 12 April 2010, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct.

Councillor R Burton arrived at 7.35 pm.
3
PLANNING

Mr Mathers was admitted to the meeting at 7.35 pm and submitted planning schedule dated 10 May 2010.  He advised that in the calendar month of April 2010, 21 applications as approvals had went through the streamlined procedures.
3.1
Schedule

	Application No
	Name
	Reason 

	M/2010/0046/RM
	Redmond
	Design issue, defer to allow, on request of applicant, meeting with case officer.

	M/2010/0098/0
	Simpson
	Defer for office meeting.

	M/2010/0115/F
	Dobson
	Defer for office meeting.

	M/2010/0144/F
	Frew
	Remove from schedule amended plans have been submitted and will be assessed.

	M/2010/0145/F
	Rafferty
	Design issue, defer to allow, on request of applicant, meeting with case officer.

	M/2010/0169/0
	O’Neill
	Defer for office meeting.

	M/2010/0174/F
	Telford
	Defer pending adoption of dPPS21.

	M/2010/0192/F
	Sharkey
	Defer for office meeting.

	M/2010/0202/F
	Coote
	Design issue, defer to allow, on request of applicant, meeting with case officer.

	M/2009/0768/F
	McLean
	Alternative site has been identified.  Hold for 5 days to allow application to be withdrawn.

	M/2009/0914/F
	White Property Rentals
	Remove from schedule.  Applicant has asked for further meeting with Roads Service and Roads Service has agreed to this meeting.

	M/2009/1016/F
	Irwin
	Hold for 7 days.

	M/2009/1074/0
	Robinson
	Hold for 7 days.

	M/2009/1084/F
	Carney
	It was pointed out that there was planning permission on this.  Application in relation to alternative access because original access has been made unusable by user planting trees.


3.2
M/2009/0935/F - Corley
As member had been unable to get speaking to applicant the matter of requesting planners to open enforcement file was held for another month. 

Mr Mathers left the meeting at 7.43 pm.

4
MATTERS ARISING – COUNCIL – 12 APRIL 2010
4.1
Clogher Court House (item 6.1)
Director of Development stated that meeting held this afternoon and will bring report to Development Committee when get feed back.
4.2
Illegal Dumping/Clean Up (item 5.2.1)
In response to update of meeting with the Minister the Acting Chief Executive stated that delegation made up of Councillors Daly, Molloy, Morrow and Reid along with himself and the Acting Director of Environmental Health, met Minister earlier in the day.  Had listened to what had to say in relation to a number of issues of concern for the Council including NIEA investigations with regard to illegal dumping, restrictions on the use of cat litter and development of illegal clothes banks.   
Minister had asked the Council to come back with comments on the new waste bill and this will be tabled at the next meeting of the public services committee.  He was interested in the proposal to license cat litter and undertook to investigate although had stated that not as widely used now for laundering.
Member referred to illegal dumping in the Aughintober area, officers of the Council had viewed area, landowner had collected and passed to officers items identifying names and address but had not received any feedback.  Landowner had cleared area but further illegal dumping has taken place.  Landlowner has refused to clean up and has now received summons to appear in court in June.  Member asked if the Council can give any help to landowner in going forward to court.  Acting Director of Environmental Health ageed to investigate this incident and in particular what happened to information gathered at the scene.
It was stated that Minister had agreed to discuss with the new Criminal Justice Minister issues around prosecution/criminalisation of landowners who lands were the subject of environmental crimes, for which they by default had responsibility under the current law. 
Proposed by Councillor McGuigan

Seconded by Councillor F Burton and

Resolved
That Council use this prosecution as a test case and write to the Minister asking him to intervene.
In response to question the Director of Technical Services stated that this Council, similar to neighbouring councils, operates a free bulky household collection service.  It was felt that need to make the public aware of this service again.  
Proposed by Councillor Gildernew 

Seconded by Councillor Reid and

Resolved
That representative of this Council attends court and speaks on behalf of landowner being prosecuted.
5
MINUTES – DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 26 APRIL 2010 


Proposed by Councillor O’Neill

Seconded by Councillor McGonnell and 

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting of the Development Committee held on Monday 26 April 2010, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and adopted.

5.1 Former Railway Land at Coalisland (item 2.7)

In response to query Director of Development stated that unfortunately have heard nothing back from Department of Social Development.
5.2 Peace III (item 2.1)

In response to query the Director of Development advised that all groups as well as members have received details of planned information evenings.
5.3
Fivemiletown College (item 2.12)

In response to query the Director of Development stated that he took the opportunity to meet with the Principal of the College to inform that elected members from the area wish to meet.  Principal to prepare proposal following which meeting will be arranged.
Councillor Mulligan declared an interest being a member of the Board of Governors.

5.4
Aughnacloy Playing Fields (item 2.15) 

Member asked for an assurance that after tonight’s meeting that officers would be making contact with prospective purchaser.
The Director of Development stated that normal procedure is that Council instructs District Valuer re sale of land, District Valuer values land, advises Council who can accept or reject valuation.  If accept advise District Valuer who will then negotiate with purchaser and advise Council of outcome. 
5.5
Castle Hill (item 2.14)
In response to queries the Director of Development stated that cost for archaeological dig was included in overall contract value and amount stated was maximum amount to be spent but from earlier digs indications are that not as much will be found in this area.
5.6 Disposal of Eglish Primary School (item 2.18)

Director of Development advised that have received an acknowledgement that dealing with Council request.
5.7
NI Tourism Strategy 2010 Consultation (item 2.2)
On the request of the Director of Development it was agreed that draft consultation should include reference to  Lough Neagh.
6
MINUTES – PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE –  27 APRIL 2010

Proposed by Councillor Gillespie

Seconded by Councillor Reid and 

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting of the Public Services Committee held on Tuesday 27 April 2010, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and adopted.

6.1
Illegal Clothes Banks (item 6.2)
In response to concerns that charities may not be aware that require licence and that would not want to jeopardise the use of genuine clothes banks by members of the public the Acting Chief Executive stated that paper had been prepared by Director of Technical Services for meeting with Minister who  is to investigate the issue.
Councillor Cuddy arrived at 8.10 pm.
6.2
Tidy Northern Ireland – Eco Schools Programme (item 3)
Reference was made to this programme, the extent taken up in this area following which it was 
Proposed by Councillor Cavanagh
Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and

Resolved
That the Council promote this programme to all schools throughout the Borough.
6.3
Bottle Banks – Moy (item 6.3)
Director of Technical Services stated that an alternative site has not been identified and that the Pound is not suitable for servicing of bottle banks.     

6.4
Vandalism throughout the Borough (item 6.1)
Concern expressed at the extent of vandalism across the borough and the need for ongoing publicity highlighting cost of repairs.  Report on cost of vandalism to be brought to future committee meeting. 

Councillor McGonnell left at 8.25 pm.
7
MINUTES – CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE – 28 APRIL 2010  

Proposed by Councillor Molloy

Seconded by Councillor Cuddy and

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Services Committee held on Wednesday 28 April 2010, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and adopted.

7.1
Land and Property Services (item 1)
Members expressed concern at the attitude of officers from Land and Property Services and felt that the LPS treats both the Council and members of the public with contempt and questioned if the LPS was fit for purpose.   Concern also with the Council getting involved with inspections which was in fact double taxation on ratepayers as LPS receives resources from the Executive for carrying out this work and the Council would need a service level agreement before carrying out work. 
7.2 Acting Up Allowance (item 3.1)
Member asked for explanation of minute as was open to interpretation that employees could obtain acting up allowance even though not covering full duties and contended that that situation was wrong.
The Director of Finance stated that Service Level Agreement with NOVISCO was in place when had two members of staff within ICT.  SLA was additional help over and beyond duties of job description for senior post.  The current member of staff was carrying out full duties of senior post.  
7.3 Empower Programme (item 3.2)
Member spoke of Council’s links with First Step Women’s Centre, they have been involved with gender action plan and some of the ladies in the SEEK programme have attend courses at the centre and asked if consideration could be given to one of the officers from the centre participating in the visit if DEL representative unable to attend.
The Head of Human Resources stated that had contacted DEL in relation to elected members and DEL has agreed that elected members who have had some involvement with the SEEK programme would be a welcome bonus.  He also stated that important that we do try to tie up with other groups but whether time permits to check their attendance with DEL would be the issue.  The Head of Human Resources agreed to look at the situation.  

Member stated that there has been a long standing protocol in relation to Mayor’s attendance and substitutes and should stick to that protocol.
7.4 Land and Property Services
The Director of Building Control sought clarification in relation to whether he has the authority to proceed with inspections on behalf of Land and Property Services as detailed in the Public Services Committee minutes.  
In response to queries he stated that for work completed last year received £7 per job and this resulted in Council receiving approximately £190k additional income from rates.  There would be no reimbursement per job this year and it is anticipated that from the inspection of the 75 commercial premises there is the potential for the Council to receive in access of £1m from rates.
During discussion there was a difference of opinion in whether the Council should be carrying out the work, that if LSP was doing their job correctly the additional money would come to Council and that perhaps the Local Government Auditor should be asked for his opinion. 

Proposed by Councillor Molloy


Seconded by Councillor McGuigan

That this issue be brought back to Committee and that the Local Government Auditor be asked for his decision on this.

Amendment


Proposed by Councillor Morrow


Seconded by Councillor Cuddy

That as can complete work with resources we have and considering the financial gain the Council should proceed with the work.

It being pointed out that Council earlier in the evening has adopted the item within the Public Services Committee Minutes the Mayor ruled that proposals would not be taken.

8
MINUTES – CORPORATE POLICY, PLANNING & EQUALITY COMMITTEE –  29 APRIL 2010

Proposed by Councillor McLarnon

Seconded by Councillor Reid and

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Policy, Planning & Equality Committee held on Thursday 29 April 2010, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and adopted.

8.1
Consultation – Local Partnership Working on Policing and Community Safety (item 4.5)
The Acting Chief Executive advised that an extension of time to 3 June 2010 has been granted for comments to be submitted.  As requested meeting has been arranged for 21 May 2010 to further discussed response and recommended that in order to meet the time scale for comment that Executive Powers be given to the Corporate Policy Planning and Equality Committee at the next meeting to prepare and submit response.

Proposed by Councillor McGuigan


Seconded by Councillor Cavanagh and
Resolved
That Executive Powers be granted to Corporate Policy, Planning and Equality Committee to prepare and submit corporate response. 
Councillor F Burton left at 8.48 pm

8.2
Plastic Bags Levy (item 4.4)
Discussion ensued in relation to Private Members Bill proposed to go to the Assembly on the introduction of a levy on plastic bags and it was felt that anything that would reduce the usage and raise awareness of this non biodegradable material should be considered.


Proposed by Councillor McGuigan

Seconded by Councillor McGonnell and

Resolved

That letter is sent in response to consultation that Council endorses the Private Members Bill and the introduction of a levy on plastic bags and that polystyrene packaging should also be included. 

9
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Proposed by Councillor Gillespie 


Seconded by Councillor McMahon and 

Resolved

That the accounts as presented, lists dated 12 April and 10 May 2010 and euro listings dated April and May 2010 be approved.

10
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
10.1 A4 Dualling

Members spoke of the damage to the road network across the borough used by heavy vehicles servicing this project and the rerouting of vehicular traffic to accommodate works and felt that the Council should be writing to Roads Service and the Contractor, Lagan Ferrovial  demanding that before the end of the contract that all affected roads should be properly reinstated.  

Proposed by Councillor McGonnell 


Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and

Resolved
That the Council write to the Minister for Regional Development, Roads Service and Contractor Lagan Ferrovial demanding that all affected roads be properly reinstated and invite the Minister to visit the area to see for himself the damage to the road network.
10.2
Carland Bridge Realignment
Reference was made to work being completed at this location and the potential for a bottleneck and dangerous situation where the realigned road joins the existing carriageway on the Dungannon side and that this should also be highlighted to the Minister.

Proposed by Councillor Cuddy


Seconded by Councillor Reid and

Resolved
That concerns be forwarded to the Minister for Regional Development and that he be invited to view this situation. 
11
OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS
The undernoted correspondence having previously been circulated was noted by the Council:

11.1
NIO Elections Unit
Letter dated 16 April advising that the Electoral Law Act (Northern Ireland) 1962 (Amendment) Order 2010 came into force on 1 April 2010.  The order amends the method of filling casual vacancies on district councils in Northern Ireland so that vacancies may now be filled by party nomination or substitution and applies to all vacancies arising on or after 1 April 2010.

11.2
The Electoral Office for Northern Ireland
Letter dated 22 April 2010 re Filling of Casual Vacancies.

Letter dated 29 April 2010 re Filling of Casual Vacancies.

12
DURATION OF MEETING
The meeting was called for 7.30 pm and ended at 8.55 pm.






MAYOR

_______________







CHIEF EXECUTIVE
_______________







(Acting)
C - 10 – (10.05.10)

